Annex 1 to HS no. 144/30.07.2025
Minimum Criteria for Thesis Defense, Academic Year 2025/2026
Minimum Criteria/Standards for Awarding the Doctoral Degree in the Field of Science – Economic Sciences

The minimum requirements for the award of the doctoral degree in Economic Sciences are as follows:
I. Minimum Criteria for Awarding the “Excellent” (“Summa cum laude”) Distinction
1) Publication of at least five articles in scientific journals indexed in at least three international databases or ranked in Web of Science, of which in at least one article the doctoral candidate must be the sole author, first author, or corresponding author. At least two of the articles must be published in journals edited abroad. At least two of the articles must be published in journals indexed in Web of Science.
2) Presentation of at least three scientific papers at international conferences in the field, documented in the conference proceedings, of which in at least one proceedings paper the doctoral candidate must be the sole author, first author, or corresponding author. At least two of the proceedings papers must be indexed in Web of Science/Scopus. One of the proceedings papers indexed in Web of Science/Scopus can be counted as equivalent to participation in two international conferences abroad, documented in the conference proceedings.
3) At least two papers presented at scientific seminars organized by the doctoral school or by the research centers within ASE.
4) The doctoral thesis is evaluated by the public defense committee with the grade “Excellent,” based on the vote of the committee members.

II. Minimum Criteria for Awarding the “Very Good” (“Magna cum laude”) Distinction
1) Publication of at least three articles in scientific journals indexed in at least three international databases or ranked in Web of Science, of which in at least one article the doctoral candidate must be the sole author, first author, or corresponding author. At least one of the articles must be published in a journal edited abroad. At least one of the articles must be published in journals indexed in Web of Science. An article published in a Web of Science–ranked journal can be counted as equivalent to two BDI articles published in journals indexed in at least three databases.

2) Presentation of at least three scientific papers at international conferences in the field, documented in the conference proceedings, of which in at least one proceedings paper the doctoral candidate must be the sole author, first author, or corresponding author. At least one of the proceedings papers must be indexed in Web of Science/Scopus. A proceedings paper indexed in Web of Science/Scopus can be counted as equivalent to participation in two international conferences abroad, documented in the conference proceedings.

3) At least two papers presented at scientific seminars organized by the doctoral school or by the research centers within ASE.

4) The doctoral thesis is evaluated by the public defense committee with the grade “Very Good,” based on the vote of the committee members.

III. Minimum Criteria for Awarding the “Good” (“Cum laude”) Distinction
1) Publication of at least three articles in scientific journals indexed in at least three international databases or ranked in Web of Science/Scopus, of which in at least one article the doctoral candidate must be the sole author, first author, or corresponding author. At least one of the articles must be published in a journal edited abroad.

2) Presentation of at least three scientific papers at international conferences in the field, documented in the conference proceedings, of which in at least one proceedings paper the doctoral candidate must be the sole author, first author, or corresponding author.

3) At least two papers presented at scientific seminars organized by the doctoral school or by the research centers within ASE.

4) The doctoral thesis is evaluated by the public defense committee with the grade “Good,” based on the vote of the committee members.

IV. Minimum Criteria for Awarding the “Satisfactory” Distinction
1) Publication of at least three articles in scientific journals indexed in at least three international databases or in Web of Science, of which in at least one article the doctoral candidate must be the sole author, first author, or corresponding author.
2) Presentation of at least three scientific papers at international conferences in the field, documented in the conference program. At least two of the scientific papers must be documented in the conference proceedings.
3) At least two papers presented at scientific seminars organized by the doctoral school or by the research centers within ASE.
4) The doctoral thesis is evaluated by the public defense committee with the grade “Satisfactory,” based on the vote of the committee members.
Note:

To be awarded a given distinction, all the criteria specified for that distinction must be cumulatively fulfilled.
At the time of submitting the file for the public defense of the doctoral thesis, the articles/scientific papers must be present in the Web of Science/Scopus database.

For all published articles and papers, the doctoral candidate’s affiliation with ASE Bucharest must be indicated.

Director CSUD, 
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Minimum Criteria/Standards for Awarding the Doctoral Degree in the Field of Science – Legal Sciences
The minimum requirements for the award of the doctoral degree in Legal Sciences are as follows:
I. Minimum Criteria for Awarding the “Excellent” (“Summa cum laude”) Distinction

1) The doctoral student must demonstrate the existence of at least five sole-author publications and two co-authored publications related to their research topic, which cumulatively meet the following conditions:
a) At least two must have been presented at an international scientific event, where the student actively participated and communicated, not in poster/abstract form;
b) At least two must have been presented at a national scientific event, where the student actively participated and communicated, not in poster/abstract form;
c) At least three of the publications must have appeared in prestigious scientific journals in the field of law;
d) A minimum of three publications must have been published before the final year of doctoral studies.

The doctoral student may report a maximum of one presentation per scientific event.
2) The doctoral thesis is evaluated by the public defense committee with the grade “Excellent,” based on the vote of the committee members.
II. Minimum Criteria for Awarding the “Very Good” (“Magna cum laude”) Distinction
1) The doctoral student must demonstrate the existence of at least four sole-author publications and one co-authored publication related to their research topic, which cumulatively meet the following conditions:
a) At least one must have been presented at an international scientific event, where the student actively participated and communicated, not in poster/abstract form;
b) At least two must have been presented at a national scientific event, where the student actively participated and communicated, not in poster/abstract form;
c) At least three of the publications must have appeared in prestigious scientific journals in the field of law;
d) A minimum of two publications must have been published before the final year of doctoral studies.

The doctoral student may report a maximum of one presentation per scientific event.
2) The doctoral thesis is evaluated by the public defense committee with the grade “Very Good,” based on the vote of the committee members.
III. Minimum Criteria for Awarding the “Good” (“Cum laude”) Distinction
1) The doctoral student must demonstrate the existence of at least three sole-author publications and one co-authored publication related to their research topic, which cumulatively meet the following conditions:
a) At least one must have been presented at an international scientific event, where the student actively participated and communicated, not in poster/abstract form;
b) At least one must have been presented at a national scientific event, where the student actively participated and communicated, not in poster/abstract form;
c) At least three of the publications must have appeared in prestigious scientific journals in the field of law;
d) At least one publication must have been published before the final year of doctoral studies.

The doctoral student may report a maximum of one presentation per scientific event.
2) The doctoral thesis is evaluated by the public defense committee with the grade “Good,” based on the vote of the committee members.
IV. Minimum Criteria for Awarding the “Satisfactory” Distinction
1) The doctoral student must demonstrate the existence of at least three sole-author publications related to their research topic, which cumulatively meet the following conditions:
a) At least one must have been presented at an international scientific event, where the student actively participated and communicated, not in poster/abstract form;
b) At least one must have been presented at a national scientific event, where the student actively participated and communicated, not in poster/abstract form;
c) At least two of the publications must have appeared in prestigious scientific journals in the field of law;
d) At least one publication must have been published before the final year of doctoral studies.

The doctoral student may report a maximum of one presentation per scientific event.
2) The doctoral thesis is evaluated by the public defense committee with the grade “Satisfactory,” based on the vote of the committee members.
Note:

To be awarded a given distinction, all the criteria specified for that distinction must be cumulatively fulfilled.

For all published articles and papers, the doctoral candidate’s affiliation must be indicated as: PhD student at the Doctoral School of Law within the Bucharest University of Economic Studies.
Clarifications regarding the definitions of national scientific event, international scientific event, and prestigious scientific journals in the field of law, as well as an illustrative list of international scientific societies, prestigious research institutes, and recognized databases in the field of law, can be found in OMEC no. 3018/2025 – 24. Committee of Legal Sciences.

Director CSUD, 
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Minimum Criteria/Standards for Awarding the Title of Doctor in the Field of Science – Administrative Sciences
The minimum criteria for obtaining the title of doctor in the field of science – Administrative Sciences are as follows:

I. Minimum Criteria for Awarding the Grade “Excellent” (“Summa cum laude”)
1) Publication, as author or co-author, of five articles/publications in journals indexed in international databases (BDI). Among the five publications mentioned:

· A maximum of three may be book chapters in volumes published by a publishing house from category A1 or A2 (from the list for awarding academic titles), in the field of doctoral studies or related fields (from the list for awarding academic titles);

· At least one article must be published in a journal indexed in Web of Science/Scopus.

2) Presentation of at least four papers at national or international scientific conferences during the doctoral program, in the field of doctoral studies or related fields (according to standards for awarding academic titles).

3) At least two papers presented at scientific seminars organized by the doctoral school or research centers within ASE.

4) The doctoral thesis is evaluated by the public defense committee with the grade “excellent” by vote of the committee members.

II. Minimum Criteria for Awarding the Grade “Very Good” (“Magna cum laude”)
1) Publication, as author or co-author, of four articles/publications in journals indexed in international databases (BDI). Among the four publications mentioned:

· A maximum of three may be book chapters in volumes published by a publishing house from category A1 or A2 (from the list for awarding academic titles), in the field of doctoral studies or related fields (from the list for awarding academic titles).

2) Presentation of at least three papers at national or international scientific conferences during the doctoral program, in the field of doctoral studies or related fields (according to standards for awarding academic titles).

3) At least two papers presented at scientific seminars organized by the doctoral school or research centers within ASE.

4) The doctoral thesis is evaluated by the public defense committee with the grade “very good” by vote of the committee members.

III.  Minimum Criteria for Awarding the Grade “Good” (“Cum laude”)
1) Publication, as author or co-author, of at least three articles in journals indexed in international databases (BDI) or at least three book chapters in volumes published by a publishing house from category A1 or A2 (from the list for awarding academic titles), in the field of doctoral studies or related fields (from the list for awarding academic titles).

2) Presentation of at least two papers at national or international scientific conferences during the doctoral program, in the field of doctoral studies or related fields (according to standards for awarding academic titles).

3) At least two papers presented at scientific seminars organized by the doctoral school or research centers within ASE.

4) The doctoral thesis is evaluated by the public defense committee with the grade “good” by vote of the committee members.

IV. Minimum Criteria for Awarding the Grade “Satisfactory”
1) Publication, as author or co-author, of at least two articles in journals indexed in international databases (BDI) or at least two book chapters in volumes published by a publishing house from category A1 or A2 (from the list for awarding academic titles), in the field of doctoral studies or related fields (from the list for awarding academic titles).

2) Presentation of at least one paper at a national or international scientific conference during the doctoral program, in the field of doctoral studies or related fields (according to standards for awarding academic titles).

3) At least two papers presented at scientific seminars organized by the doctoral school or research centers within ASE.

4) The doctoral thesis is evaluated by the public defense committee with the grade “satisfactory” by vote of the committee members.

Note:
1.  To be awarded a grade, all criteria specified for that grade must be cumulatively met.
2. Recognized international databases (BDI) include: ISI/WoS/Clarivate, SCOPUS, Cabells, CEEOL, CSA, DOAJ, EBSCO, EconLit, ERIH Plus, GESIS, HEIN Online, IBSS, Index Copernicus, OVID, JSTOR, SSRN, Informa, De Gruyter, Cairn.info, Google Scholar (scientific articles), Persee, Project MUSE, ProQuest, PsychLIT, PubMed, REPEC, Revue.org, ScienceDirect, Springerlink, Tandfonline, Ulrich.

3. Only publications from the doctoral study period are considered.
4.  At the time of submitting the file for public defense of the doctoral thesis, Web of Science/Scopus articles must be visible in the Web of Science/Scopus database.

5.  Information regarding publishing houses in category A1 and A2 from the list for awarding academic titles can be found in Order 3019/2025 for approving the national minimum standards necessary and mandatory for awarding the title of associate professor and professor in higher education, as well as the habilitation certificate – Commission 25 – Official Gazette Part I No. 121Bis.pdf.

6.  All published articles and papers must mention the doctoral student’s affiliation with ASE Bucharest.

Director CSUD, 
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